The First Memorial Ceremony 

Honoring Our Fallen Shipmates

31 July 1967

Captain John K. Beling, USN, Commanding Officer of USS FORRESTAL CVA-59, read the following message to the crew sent to him from United States President Lyndon Baines Johnson.

“I WANT YOU AND THE MEN OF YOUR COMMAND TO KNOW THAT THE THOUGHTS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE WITH YOU AT THIS TRAGIC TIME.  

WE FEEL A GREAT SENSE OF PERSONNEL LOSS.

THE DEVOTION TO DUTY AND COURAGE OF YOUR MEN HAVE NOT GONE UNNOTICED.

THE SACRIFICES THEY HAVE MADE SHALL NOT BE IN VAIN.”
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The Memorial Ceremony begins at 1300 in Hangar Bay One.  Over 2,000 FORRESTAL and Air wing SEVENTEEN personnel attend.  Chaplain David Cooper and Chaplain Geoffrey E. Gaughan the ship’s Protestant and Catholic chaplains respectively prayed as the men paid a solemn tribute to their 134 lost shipmates.

MEMORIAL SERVICE

1300


SILENT PRAYER


PRELUDE


“A Medley of Hymns”

COMCARDIV TWO BAND


COLOR GUARD


U. S. MARINE DETACHMENT


INVOCATION


CHAPLAIN COOPER


SCRIPTURE READINGS

CHAPLAIN COOPER

II Timothy

4:6-8

For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at the day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.    

John 

5: 24-26


Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death into life.  Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.  For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the son to have life in himself.  

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Psalms 23


The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:  thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

THEY SERVED WITH HONOR

CHAPLAIN COOPER

SPECIAL MUSIC

COMCARDIV TWO BAND

“The Day of Resurrection

MEMORIAL PRAYER

CHAPLAIN GAUGHAN

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE

              CHAPLAIN GAUGHAN
                          

HYMN

“Eternal Father”

CONGREGATION

BENEDICTION

CHAPLAIN GAUGHAN

FIRING OF THE VOLLEYS

U. S. MARINE DETACHMENT

TAPS


BUGLER

COLOR GUARD RETREAT

U. S. MARINE DETACHMENT

POSTLUDE

“God Be With You Till We Meet Again”
COMCARDIV TWO BAND

THOSE WHO FELL

We are assembled here to pay our respects to the heroic officers and men who made the supreme sacrifice aboard USS FORRESTAL CVA-59, while she was in action on Yankee Station, Tonkin Gulf.  They will be remembered because of their courage and faith in a way of life, which they were determined to preserve.  They were eager young men and skilled, officers; committed to keeping the peace and insuring the safety of freedom loving people the world over.  They wanted to live, but believed that there were principles, which a minority must be willing to die for in order to provide for the safety of others. 

Because of their death, we are motivated to an even greater service.  Replacement s for their knowledge and experience will be difficult, but we will give all of ourselves to guarantee freedom for all who seek it, and to continue the duty that we are here to perform.  

We offer our sincerest prayers and ask God’s peace and acceptance for their loved ones.  

THE NAVY HYMN



Eternal Father, strong to save, 



Whose area has bound the restless wave, 



Who biddest the mighty ocean deep



Its own appointed limits keep;



O hear us when we cry to thee



For those in peril on the sea!



Most Holy Spirit!  Who did’st brood, 



Upon the chaos dark and rude, 



And bid it’s angry tumult cease, 



O hear us when we cry to thee,



For hose in peril on the sea!



Lord, guard and guide the men who fly, 



Through the great spaces in the sky, 



Be with them always in the air, 



In darkening storms or sunlight fair; 



O hear us when we lift our prayer 



For those in peril in the air!----Amen

The three volleys fired by thirteen U. S. Marines was followed by the benediction which brought the memorial service to a close after the Chaplains led the assembled men in fifteen minutes of prayer and hymn.
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                                 Chaplain’s Gaughan and Cooper Conduct Memorial Ceremony

