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Cecil Field
Updated August 2006

History
Cecil Field was originally built on 2,600 acres in west Duval County in 1941 as an auxiliary training base for nearby Naval Air Station (NAS) Jacksonville.  The original World War Two-era airfield consisted of three asphalt runways, with a large asphalt circular landing mat in the middle.  A rectangular concrete ramp at the northern end of the airfield serves hangars 13 and 14.  Both of these hangars are still in active use today.  
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1942 Aerial Cecil Field Auxiliary Landing Field
Cecil Field was closed by the Navy in 1945 as part of the post-war demobilization, but then was reopened in 1948.  In 1952, with new technological advancements in jet engines, Cecil Field was designated as one of the Navy’s new Master Jet Bases, which set the stage for significant expansion.  The relatively short runways were replaced by a new airfield layout to accommodate the new theory of airport/airfield design brought on by the jet age.  The airfield was constructed with two sets of parallel runways, oriented to the east/west and north/south slightly east of the original airfield.
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Circa 1950’s Transitional photo of Cecil Field from an Auxiliary Field to a Master Jet Base 
In the following years NAS Cecil Field continued to develop, becoming one of the largest U.S. military airfields encompassing over 21,000 acres.  NAS Cecil Field’s mission in the past decades were to prepare carrier flight crew for operational combat deployment.  

In 1993, Cecil Field was placed on the Base Realignment and Closure Commission’s list (BRAC) and was approved by the Congress and the President in July 1993.  The U.S.Navy released ownership of the facility in October 1, 1999.  Three different government entities assumed ownership of the property.  Duval County assumed the bulk of the property over 11,000 acres.  The Jacksonville Airport Authority assumed ownership of the 6,086 acres which included the airfield, ramp space, buildings and hangars. Clay County took ownership of over 1,000 acres at the southern property border.
Today

The JAA enjoys a fully utilized and leased Cecil Field.  Each of the eight hangar and all airside buildings are leased to aviation oriented tenants.  Cecil Field is served by a number of airside and landside facilities.  The Airport has two sets of parallel intersecting runways.  These runways are Runway 9L/27R, which is 8,000 feet long by 200 feet wide, Runway 9R/27L, which is 8,000 feet long by 200 feet wide, Runway 18L/36R, which is 12,500 feet long by 200 feet wide, and 18R/36L, which is 8,000 feet long by 200 feet wide.  All runways are asphalt and are in good condition.  All Runways are served by full-length parallel taxiways.  The Airport also has a terminal to serve general aviation pilots and passengers.  This building is 15,625 square feet and contains approximately 100 automobile parking spaces.  In addition to the airfield, Cecil’s eight hangars total over 911,000 square feet and 537,000 square yards of ramp apron.

The airport control tower is open daily from 7am to 9pm.  The tower is operated by Robinson Aviation (RVA), which is one of four contract tower operators in the FAA contract tower program.  The City of Jacksonville provides Cecil Field and the surrounding community with fire support services.  JFRD Station 56 centrally located on the airfield next to the terminal the station provide both structure and aircraft fire/rescue services.
Because of its close proximity to Herlong Airport, Cecil Field does not currently focus on recreational activity and it does not see itself trying to attract additional users in this category in the future.  Currently, the Airport accommodates a substantial amount of flight training activity and envisions increasing its role as a provider of flight training services in the future.  The Airport could support SATS related air taxi operations.

The Airport’s future role is focused on increasing its Maintenance-Repair-Overhaul (MRO) capabilities using facilities and infrastructure that served a similar purpose when the field was commissioned as a Naval Air Station. Cecil Field offers an ideal environment for MRO activities.  Its extensive facilities can easily support a wide range of related activities, including manufacturing of aircraft and components.  More than any other city in the Southeast, the Jacksonville market draws upon a huge available labor force that includes skilled, experienced aviation workers, many with prior military experience.   

Flight training is a major component of this airport’s general aviation activity.  Approximately 85 percent of the traffic at Cecil is related to flight training, and 80 percent of that traffic is military; however, there are no flight schools presently located at the Airport – all of the flight training activity is transient in nature.  General aviation operations by corporate and business users have been light, but operations in these areas are on the increase.  The Airport estimates that business related activity is likely to increase in the future as the industrial/commercial areas of the Airport begin to mature.  Approximately 10 percent of the Airport’s based aircraft are owned by local businesses.  The Airport also attracts a number of transient or visiting general aviation aircraft.  Approximately 40 percent of all visiting general aviation aircraft fall into the business jet category.  
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Cecil Fields current airfield Configuration (circa 1990’s)
Boundary of the Jacksonville Aviation Authority (JAA)
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Cecil Field Staff/Organization
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Cecil Field and Cecil Commerce Center Tenants/Employees/Students
	Name
	Type
	Employees
	Students

	Air One FBO, LLC
	Aviation
	9
	 

	Boeing
	Industrial
	247
	 

	Capstone Golf/Diner
	Recreation
	30
	 

	City of Jacksonville Economic Development
	Govt- Local 
	1
	 

	Dept of Homeland Security-U.S. Customs
	Gov’t – Other Federal
	212
	 

	Division of Forestry – State of Florida
	Gov’t – State
	4
	 

	Embry Riddle
	Education
	3
	51

	FL Community College JAX (FCCJ) – North
	Education
	10
	251

	FL Community College JAX (FCCJ)- South
	Education
	23
	242

	Flightstar Aircraft Services
	Aviation
	430
	 

	Florida Army National Guard
	Gov’t – State
	453
	 

	Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission
	Gov’t – State
	20
	 

	Gymnasium/Parks/Recs
	Recreation
	6
	 

	Information Spectrum, Inc./Anteon
	Commercial
	37
	 

	Internext Group/Cecil Pines
	Residential
	5
	 

	Jacksonville Aviation Authority (JAA)
	Aviation
	14
	 

	Jacksonville Aviation Authority (JAA) Police
	Local Gov’t 
	4
	 

	Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Dept.
	Gov’t – Local
	5
	 

	Jacksonville Sheriffs Office
	Local Gov’t 
	2
	 

	JEA North
	Industrial
	2
	 

	Jet Turbine Services
	Commercial
	7
	 

	L3
	Commercial
	22
	 

	Logistic Services International
	Commercial
	345
	 

	M & T Co. / CDI
	Commercial
	35
	 

	NADEP
	DOD-Military
	110
	 

	Northrop Grumman
	Industrial
	1
	 

	Other DoD Activities-Navy Env
	Gov’t-DoD Civilian
	8
	 

	Resource Consultants, Inc./Serco
	Commercial
	3
	 

	RVA/Robinson Aviation
	Aviation
	7
	 

	Signature FBO
	Commercial
	8
	 

	Stanley Associates, Inc.
	Aviation
	2
	 

	Symphony Flight School/Sales
	Aviation
	4
	 

	United States Coast Guard
	Gov’t – Other Federal
	105
	 

	US Post Office
	Gov’t-Other Federal
	1
	 

	VT Griffin Services
	Commercial
	9
	 

	Vystar Credit Union
	Commercial
	4
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total
	2188
	544

	Total including students/residents/volunteers
	2732
	 


Operations 1999 to Present
	 
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Jan
	 
	3811
	6184
	4969
	7690
	7679
	8260
	7228

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Feb
	 
	4370
	3896
	6488
	6647
	6612
	7502
	5362

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mar
	 
	5003
	3923
	6769
	6874
	9730
	7962
	7811

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Apr
	 
	3892
	5080
	6627
	8077
	7953
	7858
	6692

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	May
	 
	4720
	5085
	6709
	8712
	6240
	6406
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Jun
	 
	3473
	6341
	6484
	6650
	6144
	6476
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Jul
	 
	3165
	4589
	4979
	7331
	6550
	6624
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Aug
	 
	4597
	5265
	7094
	6993
	6345
	6004
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sep
	 
	3119
	2822
	7336
	5785
	4151
	7001
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Oct
	2148
	4694
	5064
	6722
	8238
	6410
	6424
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nov
	3352
	6183
	5684
	5954
	7343
	8760
	8014
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dec
	2410
	4892
	4088
	5472
	6132
	7346
	5579
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	7910
	51919
	58021
	75603
	86472
	83920
	84110
	27093


Financials

· Expenses vs. Revenue - 2006

· Operating Revenue - $3,500,000

· Operating Expenses - $1,500,000

· Sold over 3 million gallons of fuel

·  (last 12 months)

· Capital Investments 1999-2006 - $48.7 million

· Airport Value - $1 Billion+

· Employee Economic Impact -

· Tenant Employment - $157 million

· Capital Programs - $39.5 million 

Future
The Airport is currently undergoing renovations to several hangars and other structures, along with improvements to the fire support infrastructure, drainage system, electrical vault and runway lighting. Management feels that the Airport is an ideal Maintenance/Repair/Overhaul facility and development to accommodate this business activity should continue.  

With the airports strategic location to the national interstate road system, rail facilities and marine ports Cecil Field provides an excellent candidate for cargo activities.  The airports airfield capabilities with long wide runways, support taxiways and rehabilitated airfield systems, the airport can accept any type aircraft and has sufficient land to support future development to meet the needs of the community.  

The Florida Army National Guard (FLARNG) and United States Coast Guard (USCG) based on the airport, operate primarily rotary aircraft.  The FLANG aviation unit is currently transition from the AH-1 attack helicopter to CH-47 heavy lift and H-60 medical evacuation/multi-mission helicopters. Like FLARNG the USCG will also change the helicopters they operate from the Augusta, A-109 to the Dolphin helicopter, however the Coast Guard’s mission will remain the same. 

The Airport anticipates continued improvements to landside facilities such as the public and GA terminal areas, with high growth in flight training and business/air taxi activities.  The analysis indicates that there is sufficient capacity to support increasing levels of activity at the Airport, especially serving business/recreational and corporate uses; there is also sufficient acreage to support expanded air cargo activities and commercial operations.
In addition, Cecil Field has been mentioned as a future site for the State of Florida’s horizontal commercial space port.  The space port would be a launch facility for private enterprise in space exploration.  Space Florida, the newly created entity from three existing Florida organizations, is currently evaluating its organizational structure and mission.  Cecil Field would be an excellent choice for this endeavor and if selected, the JAA will pursue certification as a space port facility. 
If you have any questions regarding Cecil Field, please call Rusty Chandler at (904) 573-1613 or email at rchandler@jaa.aero .
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